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says that virtue is inward ; here we see what he
means when he says it is all-important. And
now we can see what he means when he says its
character is absolute. He does not mean the
poor truism of the positivist which no one con-
tradicts or ever dreamed of contradicting, that
the conduct conducing to certain social advan-
tages cannot be altered by the changing caprice
of each of us. He means that amongst the
pleasures of which these advantages are, by
the other's confession, the negative conditions
only, there is one pleasure supreme over all
the others, and to whose throne the others are
valuable only as steps. We now see what and
whence is that pure and perfect passion which,
when once sure of its end, gives a meaning to all
virtue.

And in seeing this, we must also have seen
more than this. We must have seen that whilst
the theist admits, as virtues, all the acts that
positivists define as such, he includes a further
set that the positivist cannot include. He in-
cludes not only the subjugation of our own
pleasures as warring against others' happiness ;
but the subjugation of our own lower pleasures,
as warring against our own holiness. And